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Abstract A new subspecies of Obrium semiformosanum is described from 
Kyushu, Southwest Japan. It is distinguished from the nominotypical subspecies 
occurring in Taiwan by the slender body with elongate elytra and different configuration 
of male genital organ. 


In June of 1983, Mr. Norito Abiru collected a strange Obrium species by 
a light trap set at his house located on Atagoyama Hill near the centre of Nagasaki 
City, northwestern Kyushu. It was provisionally recorded then by Abiru and 
Imasaka (1983) as an unknown species related to O. japonicum Pic (1904, p. 22). 
However, its true systematic status was not clarified for twelve years. Recently, we 
had an opportunity to examine the Obrium species in question in comparison with 
other congeners of the genus occurring in the neighbouring areas of the Japanese 
Islands. After a careful examination, it has become clear that the unknown species 
has closer relationship to O. semiformosanum Hayashi (1974, pp. 18-19) originally 
recorded from Taiwan. In this short paper, we will introduce it to the Japanese 
fauna as a new geographical race of the Taiwanese species, under the name of O. 
semiformosanum abirui subsp. nov. 

Before going further, we wish to express our sincere gratitude to Dr. Shun-Ichi 
Ueno of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his constant 
guidance, and also to Messrs. Norito Abiru of Nagasaki and Shoichi Imasaka 
of Fukuoka for their kindness in submitting the valuable specimen used in this 
study. The abbreviations used herein are as follows: HW- maximum width of 
head including eyes; PW-maximum width of pronotum; PA-apical width of 
pronotum; PB- basal width of pronotum; PL-length of pronotum; EW-maxi- 
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mum width of elytra; EL-length of elytra. 


Obrium semiformosanum abirui Niisato et Takakuwa, subsp. nov. 

[Japanese name: Nagasaki-ameiro-kamikiri] 

(Figs. 1, 2 a-c) 

Obrium sp.: Abiru & Imasaka, 1983, Koganemushi, Nagasaki, (42), p. 41, fig. 10; Imasaka et al. , 1994, 
ibid., (56), p. 16. 

Different from the nominotypical subspecies by the darker coloration, longer 
body, weakly though distinctly emarginate sides of elytra whose punctuation is 
larger and deeper, and also elongate apical part of median lobe of male genital 
organ. 

Male . Body small and elongate, with widely separated eyes, and long and 
relatively thin appendages. Colour reddish brown, shiny and slightly translucent, 
with dark reddish brown antennae and legs except for yellowish brown basal 
parts of femora, palpi and elytra yellowish, eyes and inner sides of mandibles 
black. 

Head including eyes large though not so voluminous, almost smooth, 
sparsely clothed with long pale yellow hairs, HW/PA 1.43, HW/PW 1.22; 
mandibles broad and rather short, briefly hooked at apices; maxillary palpus with 
terminal segment elongated spindle-shaped, widest at middle; clypeus 0.58 times 
as long as the basal width, smooth, transversely truncate at apex, with 
fronto-clypeal suture weakly arcuate near middle and not so deep; frons strongly 
transverse, 0.32 times as long as the basal width, gently raised, with a vestigial 
median longitudinal groove extending to vertex; vertex gently raised, with hardly 
prominent antennal tubercles; occiput weakly raised, provided with a few shallow 
punctures; eyes strongly prominent laterad, widely separated from each other, 
their interspace a little more than 1/3 on dorsum and 9/20 on venter the maxi¬ 
mum width of head. Antennae long and filiform, nearly 1.4 times as long as 
body; scape elongate and clavate, slightly longer than segment 3, widest at 
apical 1/3, shiny, clothed with long pale yellow hairs; segment 2 twice its apical 
width, thinly haired; segments 3-4 weakly thickened at apices, rather densely 
with pale yellow hairs; terminal segment weakly arcuate. 

Pronotum long and narrow, hardly contracted at both apex and base, PL/PA 
1.39, PL/PW 1.19, PA/PB 1.09, PB/EW 0.54, PL/EL 0.29; sides almost parallel 
in front, weakly rounded and arcuately emarginate to roundly prominent lateral 
tubercles just before the middle, then weakly arcuate and sinuate to base; base 
gently emarginate; disc moderately convex though transversely impressed at 
apical and basal 1/3, almost even near the middle, scattered with rather large 
punctures, each of which is provided with a long flying pale yellow hair. Scutellum 
narrowly triangular, thinly pubescent. 

Elytra long and narrow, moderately ample posteriad, EL/EW 2.87; sides with 
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less prominent humeri, nearly parallel in basal 3/11, weakly emarginate and 
weakly divergent to apical 3/11, then arcuately rounded to apices which are 
narrowly separately rounded; disc weakly convex, closely provided with rather 
large punctures, though smooth near bases and apices, clothed with medium¬ 
sized pale yellow hairs. 

Ventral surface smooth in most part; prosternum partly pubescent in centre 
just before coxal cavities, with prosternal process invisible from above and 
approximate both coxae at the mid line; mesosternal process strongly com¬ 
pressed and narrowly pointed apicad; abdomen distinctly narrowed to apex, 
sparsely haired, with 3rd sternite twice the length of the 4th, 7th sternite truncate 
at apex. 
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Legs long and thin, with hind femur moderately compressed, weakly swollen 
in apical 1/3. 

Male genital organ small and lightly sclerotized. Median lobe 1/5 the length 
of elytra, arcuate in profile, slightly elongate in apical part and moderately 
ample in basal part in dorsal view; ventral plate strongly produced apicad, arcuately 
emarginate at sides, with roundly truncate apex. Tegmen 3/4 the length of median 
lobe, broad; paramere straightly narrowed to apex which is truncate and provided 
with long setae. 

Body length: 4.1 mm; width: 1.0 mm. 

Holotype <$, Atagoyama Hill, 125 m in alt., Shiraki-cho, Nagasaki-shi, 
Kyushu, SW Japan, 25—VI—1983, N. Abiru leg. Preserved in the collection of the 
Department of Zoology, National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 

Distribution. Kyushu, Southwest Japan. 

Notes. Because of the differences in both the external and aedeagal 
morphology, and also of the wide geographical gap between northern Kyushu 
and Taiwan, this new subspecies might be regarded as a sibling species of O. 
semiformosanum. 

A single male specimen examined was collected by a light trap set in a 
residential area located at the southeastern part of Nagasaki City. The locality is 
about a halfway up the hill called Atagoyama, on which is preserved by Atago 
Shrine an evergreen broadleaved forest predominated by Castanopsis sieboldii. 
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Fig. 2. Male genital organ of Obrium semiformoscmum subspp.; a-c, O. s. abirui subsp. nov.; 

d-f, O. s. semiformoscmum Hayashi.- a, d, Median lobe in lateral view; b, e, ditto in 

dorsal view; c, f, tegmen in dorsal view. Scale: 0.2 mm. 

















146 


Tatsuya Niisato and Masatoshi Takakuwa 


Imasaka, S., et al. , 1994. A list of the family Cerambycidae from Nagasaki Prefecture. 
Koganemushi, Nagasaki , (56): 1-43. (In Japanese.) 

Niisato, T., 1992. Subfamily Cerambycinae. In Ohbayashi, N., M. Sato & K. Kojima (eds.), 
Illustr. Guide Identific. Longic. Beetl. Japan , pp. 117-146,467-534. (In Japanese with English title.) 
Pic, M., 1904. Description d’un Obrium du Japon et notes de chasse. Mat. Longic ., 5(1): 22. 


Elytra , Tokyo , 24 (1): 146, May 15, 1996 
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Dr. Harald Schillhammer kindly informed me that the name Gabrius multipunctatus 
Shibata, 1991, is preoccupied by Gabrius multipunctatus (Blatchley, 1910). Blatchley 
described his multipunctatus in Philonthus , which is now in Gabrius and is a junior synonym 
of G. ovaliceps (Fall). I am greatly indebted to Dr. Harald Schillhammer of the 
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien for his kindness. 

Gabrius schillhammeri Shibata, nom. nov. 

Gabrius multipunctatus Shibata, 1991, Elytra, Tokyo, 19: 88. 

Nec Philonthus multipunctatus Blatchley, 1910, Illustr. descript. Cat. Coleopt. Indiana, Indianapolis, 
pp. 387, 389. 
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